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Dear Friends,         January 7, 2026 

 
Our NEXT Regular Scheduled KCPR Steering Committee ZOOM meeting 

will be held on February 11, 2026. 
Please Note Further Information in the body of this memo regarding 

the next meeting! 
 

KCPR conducted its monthly meeting with the following outcomes: 
 

1. Over the weekend, Ernie sent out 37 emails to legislators asking them to 
introduce our bill. This bill contains what we have previously 
communicated. This proposed bill will request that a commission be set up 
to study the need for a permanent cost of living for KPERS Retirees and 
Beneficiaries. This bill as previously stated is an approximate carbon copy 
of the bill that was used to establish the approved Legislative raises which 
are presently in effect. I received an immediate response from some 
Kansas Republican Senate Members. The introduction of this bill has been 
promised in the Senate. (Note it has been written by the Revisors Office 
but does not have an actual number because it has not yet been 
introduced.)  
 

2. KCPR is growing and expanding. It has been determined that we need to 
become more organized because of our expanded use of Facebook (Meta) 
and our new website. Here is information we believe you need to know: 
A. We are intensifying our promotional approach. There is an election forth 

coming and all the Kansas House will all be up for reelection. We must 
use this fact to leverage our request for a ‘Permanent Benefit Increase’ 
(PBI) for the KPERS retirees and their beneficiaries. KCPR and KARSP 
are the only organizations directly pushing for a PBI on behalf of the 
present KPERS Retirees and Beneficiaries. KCPR is also the only group 
that unilaterally represents all retirees that are not members of another 
organized support organization. 

B. Here are some the steps we plan to take. (To save space, we would just 
say that these changes from a Rally and Lobby Day boil down to two 
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words, UNPREDICTABLE WEATHER! If you desire more explanation, 
please contact me.)  
a. We are in the process of scheduling (at this point) three table days. 

We ask that you help us staff tables that will be set up in the halls of 
the Capitol across from the ‘Lettuce Feed You’ from 8:00 AM until at 
least 1:00 PM. (On some days if there is a lot of traffic in the Capitol, 
staying longer may pay dividends.) If you are interested let me know. 
If you are involved in staffing these tables, you can also use that day 
to schedule an appointment with your Rep. or Senator. Part of you 
will also very likely be able to attend the House Pension Committee 
or Senate Committee assigned KPERS legislation. which is scheduled 
to meet on Mondays & Wednesdays. [See related info in 3, B, a & b 
below.] (These meetings usually last an hour.)      
The present dates that will be scheduled are: 
1. Wednesday, January 21st. 
2. Wednesday, February 4th. 
3. Wednesday, February 18th. 

C. If you or the group are interested in volunteering to staff these tables, 
please let us know. More dates can be booked! 

D. Some of the strategy and promotional plans that will be implemented 
are: 
a. A Push Communication Day – Preliminary Plans would suggest that 

we pick a day and ask everyone who receives these Updates, send 
an email and or a post card to their State Representator and Senator 
urging them to support KPERS retirees!  

b. New and continually Updated Talking Points. (The first edition of this 
doc. is attached.) 

c. Printed post cards distributed through KCPR and other support 
organizations. 

d. COLA buttons for distribution. 
e. Regular communication ideas released through our FB (Meta) page 

and website. 
f. Other ideas are in the works and welcome.  

E. The communications committee is trying hard to provide everyone with 
essential information. We suggest the following: 
a. Please go to our website, www.ksretirees.org and click on ‘Join Us’! 
b. We want you to do this even if you have previously done so. The 

new ‘sign up page’ provides a place for your phone number. We hope 
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to include texting as a form of communication and obviously can’t do 
this without your phone number! 뇤눎눐눑눒눏 

c. Our Facebook (Meta) page, Kansas Coalition of Public Retirees, will 
also be a reliable source of information. We hope to provide a ‘heads 
up’ so you will know when added info, which we feel you need to 
know, is posted to our website.  

 
3.  Actions we would encourage you to take or continue to take: 

A. We suggest you attend any town hall you can. 
B. We need to prepare to attend regular meetings of the committees that 

handle KPERS matters. This needs to be done even when the 
Committee is NOT discussing KPERS that day. Wear a COLA button, a 
black top or your supporting groups clothing. (T-shirts, or other 
apparel.)   
a. The above-mentioned House Committee, Financial Institutions and 

Pension will likely meet Monday and Wednesday at 9:00 AM. 
b. The above-mentioned Senate Committee, Financial Institutions and 

Insurance likely will meet daily at 9:30 AM. 
C. FYI, THE FIRST DAY OF THE 2026 LEGISLATIVE SESSION IS JANUARY 

12TH 2026. 
D. Many of us carry with us ‘COLA’ buttons we would like you to wear 

when you are around your legislator’s, whether it be in Topeka or on 
your home turf. 

E. We have been told for years that the following is what we MUST NOT 
use form letters and/or preprinted message cards. 
a. We have recently been told that an AI program will be scanning 

email for ‘form emails.’ 
F. It has also been suggested that when the legislation is out of session, 

your communication be sent to their home address. (Some types of 
regular mail address are provided for most, even if it is just a PO Box.)  

G. We, therefore, recommend the following email prescription which would 
seem to eliminate the mentioned “no, no’s:” 
 

 EMAIL IDEAS 
The Subject Line  

A. A subject line should be limited to about 30 characters. 
B. Make it time sensitive/urgent if possible. 
C. “Will you please vote [or take some other action] for _____________.” 

a. “Will you please voice your support for a COLA now!” 
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b. Hopefully, you will be able to use this suggestion later! “Please vote for Bill ____________ 
which provides the KPERS retired with a COLA.” 

 
Email Body 

A. Make the first sentence and certainly the first paragraph a summary of the rest of the body of 
the email. 

B. Remainder of the email body: 
a. Second Level: In some more detail, 3 to 5 sentences explain in more detail (IF 

NECESSARY). 
If possible, communicate to the recipient what the problem is, the solution and the action 
needed.  

b. Third Level: An option might be to enclose a link to something you want them to look at in 
greater detail. One example might be: List our website, www.ksretirees.org and what you 
want them to read on the site. 

 
Three Cautions: 

1. Do not try to prove your knowledge of the vocabulary of the English language. 뇤눎눐눑눒눏 
2. Keep the statistics to a minimum! 
3. Be brief and concise!! 

…………………………………… 
Find Your Legislator 

If you do not know, or are not sure, who your Kansas Senator and Representative is, go to 
OpenStates.org. It will ask you what you are looking for and enter legislators. It will next ask for your 
address, and your Senator and Representative will pop up!! 
 
Please share with me any strategy ideas you have at my email below and any 
website questions or suggestions to kspublicretirees@gmail.com. 
 
Have a Wonderful January!!! 
Ernie Claudel, KCPR & KARSP Lobbyist, eclaudel1@comcast.net, 913-481-6923 


